Major oversight in a tough location

While the design followed standard Reclamation
practices, it didn't fully account for the difficult
geology at Teton. The volcanic rock was highly
fractured and allowed water to move unpredictably.
The fill materials used were prone to erosion,
especially when placed next to jointed rock. The
grout curtain didn’t seal the foundation effectively,
and there wasn’t enough instrumentation to
monitor conditions. Construction delays and limited
data didn't help. In the end, the dam couldn’t handle
the stresses—and better planning for the site’s
unique conditions might have made

the difference.
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